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PEARS Monthly General Meeting
to be held at the Italian Club, in Lorraine at 20H00

on Tuesday the 15th June.

See you there!!!!!!

WRINKLY RAVERS
The next regular monthly lunchtime meeting of the Wrinklies will
take place on Thursday the 3rd June. Come join the folks at
Legacy in the Garden Shopping Centre, Circular Drive for some
tremendous company and fun, whether you have wrinkles or
not.  --------  SSSSEEEEEEEE YYYYOOOOUUUU TTTTHHHHEEEERRRREEEE!!!!!!!!!!!!

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FOR PEARS AGM 15 MAY 2010

Ladies and Gentlemen:

It really is hard to believe that yet another year has whisked passed. I think to start with I would like to thank
my Lord and Saviour for having blessed me and PEARS this year and for having brought us together yet again
in this venue to share our common interest. A common interest which whether we like to admit it or not is
Friendship. Friendship made possible by communication. Communication made possible by Amateur Radio.

As always I would also like to thank Rosalie for her continued support of my passion and her encouragement to
continue when I have desired not too. 

To each one of you for having taken the time to be part of PEARS in the passed year I would also like to say
a big thank you. After all you are PEARS and without you we would not exist as a body.

The passed year has had several highlights although a bit more subdued than the previous twelve months.

As always first on the list of successes was the 2009 VW Rally. I must say that right from the organization to
the operators it went off as only we could pull it off. I have often been the biggest critic of bad operating
procedure during this event but can honestly not recall one such incident last year. Thank you to each and
everyone that made this event the success it was.

We also had several raffles during last year that had many of us extremely enthusiastic, and I guess some
sceptical, the bottom line was that Anthony ZS2BQ won an Icom IC718 HF transceiver. There were also draws
for mobile radios, I think there were two and also a handheld was given away.

Last years RTA was a major success and once again PE was considered the flagship venue.

A few weeks ago we also hosted one of the more successful SARL AGM’s in years, with delegates from all over
South Africa as well as the IARU Region 1 President Hans Timmermans in attendance. It was the first time since
the 1980’s that PEARS hosted the AGM. To those who took the time out to be part of it many thanks.

As for the RAE both the 2009 exams we showed a 100% pass rate with some 30 new call signs being issued.
Not many have resulted in members of PEARS or the SARL however and can’t say that I have heard too many
of them on the air.

This is a sad state of affairs in a way and once again the mind wonders as to why become an Amateur radio
operator then?

Next week sees the May RAE and we have some 17 candidates writing here in PE. It does seem as though the
classes keep getting bigger. Of these 6 are from the Alexander Road High School.

Should these learners all pass there will then be around 25 licensed kids at Alex.
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Hamnet / ECARES News
Some of you may be wondering what the occasion was that appeared in the April issue of

QSX. Well it was the HAMNET/Ecares Antenna day held on Sunday, 11th April at the Londt

Park Sports Club Grounds.

HAMNET Simulated Emergency Contest 7th March 2010

As usual there was plenty of activity and no doubt the contest was enjoyed by all.

Fifteen logs and one check log were received.

The winners are as follows:

Single Operator Stationary Mobile ZS6GRL

Single Operator Portable ZS6BB

Multi-operator Portable 7P8BHF

Single operator base station ZS4JAN

Single Operator Stationery Single Operator Portable Multi Operator

ZS6GRL                 1584 ZS6BB                   2205 7P8BHF                    3744

ZS6YZ                     810 ZS6BNE                 1224

ZS2BZ/5                   686

Full results are as follows:

Single Operator Base

ZS4JAN 4560; ZS2I 2928; ZS4PJ 2709; ZS2U 1776; ZS6APT 1750; ZS4PG 1736; ZS2EC/3
1582; ZS2J 1302; ZS4PP 1204.

Al Akers ZS2U, Provincial Director, Hamnet Ecares Cape

Chairman's Report continued
Other events’ that happen all the time in the background and often go unnoticed but deserve a word of praise
is all the maintenance that gets done on repeater high sites and the continued development of the PEARS WIFI
network. Not to mention the juggernaut, which, is the monthly issue of QSX.

So with all this it was a fairly busy 2009/2010.

Our bank balance is sound. We have put to rest our venue problems of the passed, monthly meeting attendance
is good, and it is the 2nd year in a row that we seem to have done enough not to have any motions at the AGM.
We have Amateurs using the airwaves here in Port Elizabeth, and we have achieved a lot in the passed 3 years.

With that said, it is time to take my leave of you as chairman of PEARS. And say a fond farewell. 

In conjunction with the SARL, I have taken on the task of promoting Amateur radio at school level. My pilot
project was Alexander Rd and now as of August will also include Theodor Hertzl. Add to this that I am still going
to take the adults for the RAE I am finding that my free time does not allow me to give to PEARS in the capacity
of Chairman what I would like to. Add to this that I have a business to run and a family to tend to I have thought
it appropriate to make myself unavailable for re-election to the PEARS committee for the New Year.

As a result I would like to thank my committee of the passed 3 years for all their hard work and for their personal
support of me, and I sincerely look forward to working with them in the future again.

To the incoming chairman, Ashley ZS2AG and his committee I would like to extend my best wishes.

73

Donovan, ZS2DL  Chairman PEARS 2009/2010
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MINUTES OF P.E. AMATEUR RADIO SOCIETY MONTHLY

MEETING

Held in the Italian Sporting Club on

Tuesday 20th April 2010 at 20h00

Present:  ZS2DL  Chairman, ZS2AAW Vice Chairman, ZS2H Secretary,

ZS2RT Treasurer.ZS2GV, ZS2ABZ, ZS2ECH.    22 Members as per the

attendance register 

Apologies: ZR2BA

Financial Report:    The Treasurer reported briefly on the healthy state of

Club funds. He also reminded us that Annual Subscriptions are now due

and requested that we all attend to that matter.

The Chairman gave a final and brief statement on the upcoming SARL

AGM to be held in PE on 24/25 April

Pears AGM was announced and will take place on Saturday 15th May

2010. It is to be held in the Scouts Hall , Walmer  at 14h30.

ZS2DL announced that he would not be available for re-election to any

office.

ZS2H also said he would not be available for  re-election to any office

(Since the above meeting, ZS2ECH has advised he will not be available for

election to any office)

It was suggested that a car boot sale be held  and after the business of the

meeting is concluded a Braai.

Concluding the business of the evening ,a discussion on the preparations

for participation in the  ZS10RWC event

The evening was closed at 20h45.

Our usual thanks to Bill ZS2ABZ for refreshments

Chairman    ZS2DL

Secretary    ZS2H
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MY RADIO MEMOIRS – Part 8a

By Mike Bosch ZS2FM

mcbosch@telkomsa.net

Cell 084 612 9600

METEOR BURST COMMUNICATION AT SALBU

Dave Larsen ZS6DN settled on the old “Doornkloof” farm of General Jan Smuts at Irene and
renamed it Salbu; here he established a commercial radio research station that included a well
equipped laboratory and numerous antenna systems. He was involved with many radio
research projects and the manufacturing of commercial well as military radio equipment. Dave
ZS6DN has an excellent and informative website.

In 1989 Dave was developing his Meteor Burst Communication (MBC) system and tested it on
50 MHz with ZS5RK in Pietermaritzburg. I picked up these strange signals on meteor scatter
in Port Elizabeth but did not know what they were, but reported it in RADIO ZS. This was
during the peak of the Sunspot Cycle, and I could often hear the ZS6DN signals continuously
for a few hours around noon, but weak and with QSB. Some time later Dave phoned me about
his test transmissions and asked if I would be interested to run a remote station for him with
official permission; he also informed me it was Ionospheric Scatter that produced those weak
but continuous signals. I gladly accepted, so he sent Peter Handley ZR6SN down to Port
Elizabeth to listen to these ASCII type signals and to fill me in about the project.

A week later a truck rolled up at my place and offloaded a stack of equipment. It consisted of
two complete antenna arrays with two masts and stainless steel cable as guy wires including
miles of RG-214 double braided co-axial cable. The operating console housed two computers,
a low noise receiver, FSK exciter, a kilowatt RF power amplifier. Outboard were the
keyboards, monitors and a printer. 

I started first with the installation of the two antenna arrays, which had to be located broadside
to each other for duplex operation, i.e. one for transmit, one for receive, and spaced about 20
metres apart. The console was located in my shack and connected to all the units and
antennas. The time came to switch on and test it. 

Except for a few on/off switches on the front of the console all tuning and other adjustments
had to be done via the keyboards. I was not too ofay with computers at the time, so it was
another learning curve for me. With written instructions from Peter Handley I proceeded to
tune up the system taking great care not to press the wrong key. One computer was the front
end processor that controlled the transmitter, and the other the host processor for receiving
signals. The system finally booted up and the transmitting power came on and was adjusted
for 400 Watts output with a good VSWR reading too.

The system is based on 8 bit ASCII digital signals that are transmitted on FSK via a Radio
Packet process that checks every three frames for errors. It was initially running at a speed of
4800 Baud and later increased to 9600 Baud. The master station MBC at Salbu was
transmitting on 48,900 MHz while the host station at my QTH was operating on 46,700 MHz
duplex. Meteor scatter communication systems are designed to operate via under dense
meteors that are present throughout the day and night, but tapers off around sunset; even
short bursts of 20 milliseconds produced results. A printout is produced every ten minutes of
the text and number of bursts logged. An amazing average of over ten thousand bursts was
recorded daily and a peak of forty four thousand achieved on one occasion. Over dense
meteor bursts appear during meteor showers, which are very strong but intermittent.

It was remarkable that a continuous signal of 400 Watts ran day and night at my QTH for
many months on end without causing any RFI or TVI. But my neighbour reported that he could
hear faint Morse Code on his telephone; this problem was soon sorted out when Telkom fitted
a suitable filter. Eventually the MBC equipment was transferred to the Decca navigational
station near Addo to be tested on higher power of 1000 Watts.

At Addo I replaced the stacked antenna arrays with single five element dedicated and narrow
band Yagis, which performed just as well as the stacked wide band arrays. During a scientific
seminar in Pretoria a M/S station was also set up there to demonstrate the system and we had
a continuous three-way linkup with Salbu and Addo. I manned the station at Addo and typed
a lot of text for several hours over the two day period, and solved the text problem by quoting
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from a book dealing with the history of the Addo elephants.  Several years later when the
Decca station closed, I removed all the Meteor Scatter equipment and stored it at my QTH.

RADIO SIGNALS FROM INNER SPACE

When we went camping at the Gamtoos River I often took my TR9000 Transceiver, a
GaSFET LNA and ten element Yagi along to monitor some EME signals on 2 metres. This
was an excellent site to listen for very weak signals as it is noise free being surrounded by
hills. Not far from our site was another radio amateur, Allan Bowles ZS2BO, who was an
experienced camper and caravanner, and he often popped in for a chat and a beer or I visited
him in turn. He was quite surprised to hear some strong EME signals on CW, especially those
from W5UM. This was a lovely site for weak signal reception, and I monitored many EME
signals for an hour after Moonrise or an hour before Moonset with only a ten element Yagi
with fixed elevation.

I used the same equipment to work Hozan U2MIR on the Russian space station MIR, when he
was well over the Indian Ocean. This brings to mind the time when Dr.Owen Garriot, W5LFL,
circled the Earth in the space shuttle “Columbia”. The space shuttle was visible in Port
Elizabeth travelling from south west to northeast around dawn one morning; I called myself
blue in the face  with 100 Watts FM into a ten element cross-Yagi and could not raise Owen
W5LFL. The reason: he was asleep! I also managed to work a number of stations, such as
Bert Howes ZS6HS, via the Russian satellite RS-10 with uplink on 144 MHz and downlink on
29 MHz. After a short fling with the other Russian RS3 to RS6 satellites I lost interest.

                                                                                                 (To be continued)
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Dear YLs and OMs

With the support of the Bloemfoentein Radio Amateur Club and the SARL,
the special call sign ZS10WCS can be used for all interested and registered
hams in our region in the following time slot

       

    1 June to 11 June 2010

Band CW SSB

10 m   28 010 kHz   28 480 kHz

15 m   21 010 kHz   21 280 kHz

20 m   14 010 kHz   14 180 kHz

40 m    7 010 kHz    7  080 kHz

80 m    3 510 kHz    3  780 kHz

           preferred QRGs
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I will co-ordinate the use of the call sign for this period.

My further tasks are the following:

a. Operation (or better co-ordination) of the call sign on all 11 days on HF,
VHF and higher using all modes available. 

QSL info is on QRZ.com.

b. After 12 June, determine QSL cards needed and contact Mariska at the
NARC so that she can send the cards to me.

c. Fill in the QSL cards and send them to the SARL bureau.

d. Provide with an ADIF copy of the log file – for the update of the
Logbook of the World and SARL Electronic QSL and deal with direct QSLs.

Please contact me, ZS2MS, to ask your preferred time slot registry by
telling me your preferred QRGs and modes from 5th May 2010.

I  will then contact you not later than by the 23rd May.

Michael Schwenkert

35 Short Road 

Walmer

Port Elizabeth 6070

tel.       0027 41 5811385

fax       0027 41 5811871

cell       0027 827 836 538

email    michael.schwenkert@imaginet.co.za

145.500 in the evening from 5 May around 19:00

Thank you for lively interest and your activities.

Good DX and many many contacts all over the world. 

               The radio world is excited about our

           Special Call Sign ZS10WCS

73, Mike, ZS2MS
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on your birthdays

May

31 Joe Jasson ZR2JLJ

31 Shirley Carr XYL of Stoffel
ZS2C

Jun

02 Vanessa Cummings, XYL of
Glen ZS2GV

03 Tim Joubert ZS2X

05 June Jones ZS2JJ, XYL of
Mike ZS2MJ

06 Linton Rohl ZS2ICE

07 Marie Marran, XYL of Tony
ZR2AI

09 Gus Winter ZS2MC

09 Marge Arnott, XYL of Claud
ZS2AZT

10 Ken Victor ZS2OC

13 James Hoole ZS2ABM

16 Ian Moore ZS2IJ

18 Ingrid Petzer, XLY of Dawid
ZS1PC

19 Neville Bowden ZS2N

CONGRATULATIONS on your anniversaries

May

23 Henry and Rouhe Danielson
ZS2HD

25 Neil ZR2NT and Merle Thomas
ZR2MP

Jun

10 Dennis and Gwen Hibberd

14 James Heather Hoole ZS2ABM

Club Subscriptions
are now due

It is that time of the year
again and club subscrip-
tions are now due.

R80 per member. Spouses
pay R30 and students R30.

Wifi fees are R150 per
month. 

The Club's banking details
are:  Nedbank Savings
Account,  No: 221 252 7594
Branch Code 121217

When making a bank de-
posit please use your call
sign as a reference.

FROM THE EDITOR
Hi Guys, I hereby wish to apologise for the lateness of this
edition of QSX. I do not like to make excuses but this past 6
weeks have really got on top of me with two deaths in the
family, and having to spend at least 4 weeks in Gauteng. I am
hoping from now on that things will go smoothly, and QSX
should be out on time.

73, 

Ashley ZS2AG
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Sunday Bulletins
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on
Sundays immediately after the SARL
English transmission, i.e. at about
08:45 on 7098 kHz as well as the 2
metre linked network that provides
from Butterworth to George and up to
the Free State and their environs.
PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz transceive
facilities are also remotely linked as
needed. In addition, the SARL's 40m
operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or
Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely
patched to the 2m network in receive
only mode or with full transceive ca-
pability for interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

16th May Ashley ZS2AG

23rd May Chris ZS2AAW

30th May Glen ZS2GV

6th Jun Clive ZS2RT

13th Jun Bill ZS2ABZ

Local Repeaters:

Town VHF 145,050/650 Town UHF 431,050/438,650 Uitenhage 145,075/675 Tygerhoek 145.000/600

These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cape Linked System Repeaters:

Lady's Slipper 145,100/700 Grahamstown 145.150/750 Cradock 145,050/650 Noupoort 431,150/438,750

Colesberg 431,075/438,675 Kareedouw 145.725/125 Plett 145.775/175 Brenton 145.675/075    

These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, in conjunction with the Border, Southern Cape and

WCRWG systems

Packet Network:

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 10.151 LSB 300bd APRS 144.625 1200bd 438.275 1200bd (FWD)

438.875 9600bd 434.800 1200bd APRS - Cape Linked System

ZS0NTP BBS - Lady's Slipper On all node frequencies

ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Grahamstown 144.675 1200bd 438.275 1200bd 434.875 9600bd

ZS0CDK-2 Digi - Cradock 144.675 1200bd

ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 WX Station 144.625 1200bd

Beacons:

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

Banking details (for subs & donations): Nedbank Savings, No:221 252 7594, Code: 121217. Call Sign as Ref.

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams.

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services

Youth Electronics

PCB BOARDS, TIN PLATED

Contact: Basie ZR2BA

Cell: 0828882118

basiedp@gmail.com
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Your Societies Committee for 2010
Chairman & QSX Editor Ashley Goosen ZS2AG 082-3726696 ashley@peham.co.za

Vice Chairman/Technical Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 christopher@peham.co.za

Secretary Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 glen@peham.co.za

Treasurer Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 clive@peham.co.za

Club Social Activities Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 zs2abz@isat.co.za

Marketing & PR. Basie Du Plessis ZR2BA 082-8882118 basiedp@gmail.com

Contests and Awards
Manager, Convener of VHF
Contest Committee

Tony Allen ZR2TX 082-9562920 tony@zr2tx.co.za

Website, Manager Jarrad Brown ZR2JAB webmaster@zs2pe.co.za

Co-opted sub-committees

RAE Examination Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 082-8524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

Assessors Rory ZS2BL,
Chris ZS2AAW,
Donovan ZS2DL,
Bill ZS2ABZ,

041-5812580
041-3681344
082-8524885
041-5812580

rory@commco.co.za
christopher@peham.co.za
zs2dl@hamradio.co.za
zs2abz@isat.co.za

Contest Committee Tony Allen ZR2TX
Al Akers ZS2U,
Mike Bosch ZS2FM

082-9562920
041-3602983
041-5812425

contest@peham.co.za

QSX Distribution Mitch Rundle ZS2DK 083-7153375 mrundle@axxess.co.za

Front Cover Picture - The Horse Memorial

The Horse Memorial erected and unveiled during 1905 in Port
Elizabeth commemorates the horses that suffered and died during
the Anglo-boer War (1899-1902). It consists of life-sized bronze
figures of a horse about to quench its thirst from a bucket held by a
kneeling soldier and stands on the corner of Russell Road and Rink
Street.
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